MAN

O

HANNIBAL. Hello.
FLORENCE. Miss Willie says the bars are only there to keep the
world outside.

FAIRY. Corny—isn't it? (As they cross down C., Fairy comes face to
face with Mrs. Savage’s teddy bear on sofa. She halts abruptly.) Oh.
(She backs away.) It’s alive!

FLORENCE. Now, Fairy—you must stop frightening yourself!
MRS. SAVAGE. The poor thing’s quite harmless.
FAIRY. It won't bite?
MRS. SAVAGE. It won't shed, lay eggs or bark. And—to the best of
my knowledge—it’s unvexed by sex. (Crosses down to bear and pats
it.) It couldn’t be less trouble.
FAIRY. In that case any friend of yours is a friend of mine.
FLORENCE. Perhaps we should introduce ourselves. You must be
Mrs, Savage. I'm Florence Williams. (Offers her hand.)
MRS. SAVAGE. How do you do?
FLORENCE. We have been expecting you all afternoon. We're so
glad to have you with us. May 1 introduce Fairy May?
FAIRY. (Fervently.) Say you love me.
MRS. SAVAGE. But—we've just met.
FAIRY. You dor’t have to mean it. I feel wonderful when people say
they love me.
MRS. SAVAGE. Well, ’'m sure everyone loves you.
FAIRY. (Gaily, to the others.) You see—I told you she wouldnt be
spoiled. (Then to Mrs. Savage.) Welcome to The Cloisters. Climate
best by government test.
MRS. SAVAGE. Thank you.
FLORENCE. And this is Hannibal. (He bows.) And this is our Mrs.
Paddy.

— 4 wome Al

MRS. SAVAGE. How do
. you do, Mrs. Paddy?.(E:
Mprs. Paddy stares at it without expression.) y?.(Extends her hand,

ﬁdgﬁfn PAle)uY I hate everything in the world but most of all I hate

. 111:g, skunk cabbage, custard, mustard, spiders, blisters, girdles
lr)r:g:;;n eels;,s keysi ragweed, chloroform, rhubarb, barnacles bats’
: S, s , ,
oy gder. eels, crumbs, drunks, tombstones, gallstones, salt,

MRS. SAVAGE. (Blinks and looks
T SAVAC ooks at her a moment.

HANNIBAL. Mrs. Padd ’
. y won't an s
only recite the things she hates, swer you, Mrs. Savage. She'll

) Why don’t you

FAIRY. Sweet but stubborn.

FLORENCE. Mrs. Paddy stopped talking about twenty years ago.
MRS. SAVAGE. Why?

FAIRY. She got mad.

FLORENCE. Her husband told her to shut up.

FAIRY. And she did.

HANNIBAL. She gave up conversation for life.

FAIRY. But she is only giving up electricity for Lent.

MRS. SAVA.GE. (Takes Mrs. Paddy’s hand and pats it.) You're a
woman of w.1sdom, Mrs. Paddy. There is only one thing wiser than
saying very ll.ttle and that’s saying nothing at all. (Mrs. Paddy reaches
over and t_tmzd_ly strokes bear.) Would you like to hold it? (Mrs. Paddy
quz.cltclly pzck.; l;‘ up and scurries across to her easel, where she sits
quietly—with her arms enfolding the b i
i) tfolding the bear and her cheek resting
FAIRY. She likes you.

MRS. SAVAGE. Ilike her.
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